 THE KINGDOM OF GOD
Luke 21:29-31 Jesus told a parable saying, “Look at the fig tree, and all of the trees; as soon as they come into leaf, you see for yourself, and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see the things I have spoken about coming to pass, you know that the kingdom of God is near.”
So much of our thinking and teaching on the kingdom of our God seems to have been focused on that statement only, and thereby narrowing our view of the establishing of that kingdom to a visible, physical fulfillment on this earth at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ in glory.
The result of that focus is that we can so easily miss the amazing truth stated first by John the Baptist, then by Jesus himself, and by the disciples as they began their ministry, preaching that the kingdom of God (or heaven) had already come.
Matt 12:28 “If it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”
We also miss the profound truth stated by Jesus in;

Luke 17:20-21 “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, “Here it is”, or “There it is”, for the Kingdom of God is within you.” (NKJ) Or, “The Kingdom of God is within men’s hearts.” (Amplified)
And again in;

John 18:36 Jesus said, “My kingship is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight that I might not be handed over to the Jews. But my kingship is not from this world.”

Many statements made by Jesus make it very clear that his intention was to establish his kingdom at that time, not some long distant future time. He spoke of it being at hand, in Matt 3:2, 4:17, Mk 1:15, and that it had come near, in Luk 9:11 & 20.

It also seems very clear that the Master’s intention was to establish his kingdom in the hearts and lives of those who believed in, and received him (the Word of God), but this would only happen under certain conditions, i.e., after their being reborn of the Spirit of God.
John 3:3 Jesus said, “Unless one is born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
This rebirth process, and the subsequent entering and establishing of the kingdom in our hearts, would only come about as a result of being reborn of water (the water of the Word, i.e., the Word, written or spoken) and the Spirit of that same Word. 

John 3:5 Jesus said, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
For me, the establishing of God’s kingdom took place in the core of my being (my heart) when the Lord Jesus baptised me in, and with, the Holy Spirit in September of 1970. At that time he also established the rule and authority of his kingdom in my life. From that point on, my only real purpose was in every way he made possible, to allow that rule to show clearly and openly in my life by my words and actions.

Rom 12:1-2 “Present your body to God as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to him, for this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may know what is the good and perfect and acceptable will of God:”

It was also very clear to me that none of this would ever come about by my own efforts, wisdom, or piety.

Col 2:16-18 “Let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival, a new moon, or a sabbath. These are only a shadow of what is to come, the substance belongs to Christ.

Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self abasement and worship of angels, taking his stand on visions, puffed up with conceit, and not holding fast to the head.”
Rom 14:17 “The kingdom of God is not food and drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.”

1Cor 4:20 “The kingdom of God does not consist of talk, but of power:
1Cor 15:50 “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.”
The peoples of that time knew full well what being part of a kingdom entailed for them. It meant first off that there was of course a king. They understood that a king was an absolute ruler. He, and he alone, decided what was acceptable, or not acceptable in his kingdom, and they knew that the citizens of a kingdom were that king’s subjects. There was no such thing as democracy, instead there was autocracy. The infinite difference between the kingdom that the apostles and early disciples preached, and the other kingdoms which were around at the time, was that the King they preached had already paid the price of his natural life as a man, to secure entry into his kingdom for those who would put their entire faith and trust in him, both for now and for all eternity. 
This was such a very different kingdom from any which those people had known of or heard of before. This was the good news that was first proclaimed by Jesus, then by the disciples he equipped and sent out, and which it is still the only genuine good news for today. The good news of freedom from the guilt of our past sins, and the glory of deliverance from the controlling power of that old sin nature, which we were all born with! But is that really the good news we hear preached now?
Please read Luk 4:43. 9:2, 9:60, Acts 1:3, 8:12, 14:22, 19:8, 28:23
Now we come to the complete change of attitude which God requires of us, and which leads to a change of our actions, a change which is needed if we are to enter his kingdom, and have it established within us.

Matt 18:3-4 Jesus said, “Unless you turn (repent) and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
Mk 10:14-15 Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not forbid them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly I say to you, he who does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall not enter it.”
Acts 2:38-39 Peter said to the Jews, “Repent (turn), and be baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; for the promise is to you and to your children, and to those who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”
And of course it also comes at a cost to the natural man, which includes suffering in one way or another;
Luk 18:29-30 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife, brothers or sisters, parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive manifold more in this time, and in the age to come eternal life.”
Acts 14:22 “Paul strengthened the souls of the disciples, saying that through many tribulations they must enter the kingdom of God:”
Gal 5:24 “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and lusts.”

And it comes with a warning;

Gal 5:21 “I warn you, as I warned you before, those who do such (fleshly) things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
1Cor 6:10 “Thieves, the greedy, drunkards, revilers and robbers, will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
This brings us to a very important statement made by Jesus to Peter, saying in; 
Matt 16:19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” (Matt 18:18)
While, on the surface it may appear, as has been claimed by some, to give Peter, and subsequently the other disciples, authority to forgive sin in a general way, when we look more closely at later events, we see it was never understood by them to have such a meaning, because, when the first opportunity came for Peter to exercise any such authority, he clearly knew nothing of it. 
We read of this incident in Acts 8;4-24. Phillip had gone to Samaria preaching the kingdom of God, and many had believed his words, but had not yet received the Holy Spirit. So the apostles sent Peter and John to them. They prayed, and laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit
When one of the believers named Simon, who had formerly been a magician, saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostle’s hands, he offered Peter money for this power.

Peter said to him in Verse 32, “Repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven.”

Simon answered in Verse 33, “Pray to the Lord for me that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.”

There was no mention by either of them of Peter having the power to forgive Simon’s sin, and there is no such power exercised anywhere in the Word, except to declare to those who have truly turned (repented) and put their entire faith in the eternal work which God has done for them in Christ Jesus, that their sin is gone, washed away in his blood.
Instead, this authority is clearly shown to be the privilege of all who have truly taken their stand on the same Rock as Peter, the Rock of God, the Lord Jesus Christ (1Cor 10:1-5), and have come to know that when we do forgive those who have sinned against us, heaven also forgives them. 

We, who have in our deepest heart, made that same declaration as Peter, i.e., that we believe and know that Jesus is the Christ (the Saviour), the Son of the only living God, can use this same key to unlock the door of heaven for those who have offended us, so that they may enter, if they choose to turn (repent) from all their sin, and put their entire trust and hope in what God has done for us all in Christ Jesus.
What a very powerful challenge and privilege!!!
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